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THE PROGRESS 

JOB 
W O R K 

— A N D — 

Printing 

Establishment 

A l l k inds of J o b Pr in t ing ,~such a s 
Bi l l Heads , Le t t e r H e a d s , 

B l a n k s , Cards , T a g s *fcc., sol ic i ted. 

Work Warranted and Satisfaction 

Guaranteed, 

By BAY-BODGE. 
Grand Sachem a n d Medicine Seer 

of flie W h i t e E a r t h Oj ibwas , n o w 
abou t 90 Years of Age. 

ORIGIN OF THE INDIANS. 

My g randson you h a v e asked me 
t o te l l you t h e cus toms of our an­
cestors and t h e or igin of t h e I n ­
d ians . I t is your wish and I shal l 
te l l you our beliefs. 

The first appearance of t h e 
Un i sh - in - ab -ba ig ( h u m a n be ings 
or Ind ians ) occurred i n t h i s w a y : 

W h e n the Gi tche-Mani to (Great-
Spi r i t ) made up h is mind t o crea te 
m a n , H e took a handfu l of e a r t h 
and rubbed i t t oge the r i n h i s pa lms 
and behold a m a n was f o r m e d ! 
T h e Spi r i t below t h e E a r t h , w h o 
was a very Impos ing or Grand 
S p n i t , w i t h heavy locks of w h i t e 
ha i r , said t o Ki t che -Mani to in 
counsel , " W h a t are Y o u go ing t o 
do wi th only one I n d i a n ? " I n an­
swer to th i s ques t ion ,Ki t ehe -Man-
i to took a n o t h e r handfu l of e a r t h 
and r u b b e d i t in his pa lms and be­
hold a w o m a n was formed, and H e 
said, " t h i s person shal l be t h e 
frui t of t h e e a r t h , and t h e seed 
from which shal l come the I n d i a n 
r a c e ; " t h i s my g randson , is h o w 
t h e Ind i ans or ig inated and became 
so n u m e r o u s . 

NAMING THE CHILDREN. 

I sha l l n o w tel l you our r u s t o m s 
r ega rd ing t h e n a m i n g of ch i ldren , 
and cus toms by wh ich t he i r lives 
are guided thereaf te r . I t is be­
lieved every child, wh i l e i t is i n 
i t s m o t h e r ' s w o m b , wonde r s in 
t h i s w a y : w h a t disposit ion i t s pa-
r e n t s are going t o m a k e of i t . 
W h e n a child is a b o u t t o be bo rn 
i t s pa ren t s commence t o accumu-
m u l a t e provis ion and c lo th ing . 
After i t s b i r t h t h i s provis ion is 
used for a feast by t h e p a r e n t s . A 
spokesman is selected by the fa­
t h e r who is supposed to act for t h e 
ch i ld ; a m e e t i n g of some of t h e 
pr inc ipa l m e n of the t r ibe or b a n d 
is he ld , and i t is decided w h o sha l l 
be t h e namesake , or r a t h e r whose 
body t o w h o m t h e chi ld is dedicat­
ed. I t does n o t necessari ly follow 
t h a t t h e chi ld sha l l be named after 
t h a t p a r t i c u l a r person , b u t he 
m u s t i n t h e course of t ime give i t 
some n a m e . 

W h e n t h e select ion of a Ne-ah-
wa-a in (af ter m y body) is made , 
t h e spokesman w h o has been se­
lected t o preside over t h e mee t ing , 
n o w invokes t h e Grea t Spi r i t t o 
g u a r d t h e fu tu re of t h e child and 
g ive i t a long lease of life, e t c . 
D u r i n g th i s p r a y e r a pipe w i t h 
a l ong decora ted s tem is l i t , 
and offered as a sacrifice t o t h e 
Grea t Spi r i t . T h e s tem is first 
poin ted t o t h e E a s t , S o u t h , W e s t , 
N o r t h and t h e n *downwards, tow­
ards t h e E a r t h . Af te r t h i s cere­
m o n y is concluded, t he person who 
has been selected t o n a m e a chi ld 
is called i n and informed of t he 
d u t y imposed u p o n h im , and h e 
accepts by say ing H o '—Amen . 
A n i c k n a m e is genera l ly given t o 
a child however , by t h e p a r e n t s or 
some o the r r e l a t i ve of t h e chi ld, 
b u t i t s rea l n a m e i s given on ly by 
i t s Ne-ah-wa-a in , w h i c h is usual ly 
done w h e n t h e chi ld is first s i ck . 

My g randson , i t was t h e cus tom 
of our ances tors t o b e guided 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e i r l ives b y the i r 
d r e a m s , and w i t h some of those 
dreams he is deeply impressed, and 
i t w a s t h i s class of d reams w h i c h 
guided our ances to r s . A n I n d i a n 
d u r i n g h i s life very often dreams 

of all k inds of an imals , b i rds and 
o the r objects , and some one of 
these impresses h im deeply. A per­
son w h o is selected to n a m e a chi ld, 
te l l s i t of some dream in wh ich a 
ce r ta in an ima l or object figured, 
and says, " N e - a h - w a - a i n wil l be 
named after i t , and I wi l l go after 
t h e an ima l wh ich I have told you 
a b o u t . " H i s m a i n object t h e n is 
t o p rocure t h e an ima l e t c . , he may 
have dreamed of, w h i c h the Great 
Spi r i t usual ly allowed h im t o se­
c u r e ; after wh ich i t is cooked and 
served ou t a t 

wh ich t h e fr iends and re la t ives 
par t i c ipa ted . T h e dedicatee t h e n 
commences a c h a n t , wh ich h a s 
been composed by h i m for t h e oc­
casion, and of words wh ich he 
h a d a t somet ime du r ing h i s life 
dreamed of. The an ima l which 
has been cooked is a peace offering 
t o t h e Grea t Spi r i t by t h e person 
w h o n a m e d t h e chi ld , because he 
(god-father) dreamed of t h i s and 
k n e w h o w t o conci l ia te t h e Grea t 
Spi r i t w h o permi t t ed t h e child t o 
be born and al lowed i t t o live. 
T h e Grea t Spi r i t very seldom t a k e s 
t h e child away because H e pit ies 
t h e I n d i a n who h a s confidence in 
h i m . Th i s my g randson , was t h e 
way our ances tors named the i r 
ch i ld ren . 

GIRLHOOD TO MAIDENHOOD. 

t h e fas t ing period, and have h e r 
cure m e . I disliked the w a r t s very 
much , and be ing ashamed of my 
u^ly look ing h a n d s , I r e luc t an t ly 
concluded t o follow the i r advise. 
Ifwas warned abou t ' c ross ing h e r 
^facks, ' and t o approach t h e lodge 
from t h e side very carefully, and 
rj | I reached i t safely t o pass my 
l^ands i n t o h e r from t h e sides of 
t&Hodge and say, " I have come to 
yfm to cure m y h a n d s ' " I ap­
proached t h e lodge, passed my 
t $ n d s in , and repeated t h e words 

a g r a n d feast i n ^ W ^ i r e c t e d . . „She wet h e r fingers 
wi th h e r sal iva and touched al l 
the ^ a r t s on my h a n d s , and w h e n 
she had completed t h i s I re t raced 
my st«ps, and r e t u r n e d t o t h e 
village! I n five days al l t he w a r t s 
on my hand h a d d isappeared . 

W h i ' e a g i r l is pass ing t h i s pe­
riod shs ea ts n o t h i n g of he r own 
volition., and n o t u n t i l he r m o t h e r 
offers l\ei some th ing , w h i c h m u s t 
be a piece of fresh m e a t cooked al­
most to a cr i sp over l iv ing coals 
of fire. She wil l n o t accept th i s 
if she can forego t h e t e m p t a t i o n , 
for t h e longer she fasts t h e more 
she can see of he r fu ture life by 
dreaming . I f a g i r l fasts ton days 
i t is supposed t o cover t h e whole 
period of h e r life. D u r i n g t h i s 
t ime she does n o t only go w i t h o u t 
food, b u t also w i t h o u t wa te r . I t 
is dur ing th i s t ime also t h a t she 
learns w h e t h e r t h e Great Spi r i t 
will accept h e r as a Medicine wo­
man , and if H e does she composes 
songs wh ich she is t o s ing w h e n 
she becomes such . I had omit-
ted to say also, a y o u n g gir l had 
to wear m i t t e n s on he r hands and 
a c lo th or hood on t h e head to cov-
he r ha i r , as we believe t h a t if a 
gir l touched he r h a i r w i t h ba re 
hands t h e i r g r o w t h would be 
s t u n t e d and r ema in s h o r t forever. 
A w o m a n w i t h sho r t h a i r is a dis­
grace and an object of con t emp t 
among our people. 

Bah-cah-ne-gay , or Bay-cah-
nish-co-dah-way (different lodge, 
or different fire) was a cus tom fol­
lowed by the women of t h e Ojibwa 
t r i be , and was es tabl ished a m o n g 
t h e m by an I n d i a n of w h o m I wil l 
have m u c h t o say la te r , and whose 
n a m e was W A I N - N A H - B O O - Z H O . I t 

will t a k e a l o n g t ime t o te l l a b o u t 
h im as all our t r ad i t i ons refers to 
h i m . W h e n t h e E a r t h was cov­
ered wi th w a t e r he was t h e be ing 
w h o formed a n e w one . B u t I 
will n o t speak of h i m to-day. I t 
was of t h e cus tom rega rd ing wo­
m e n of w h i c h i am going t o speak. 
My g randson , you see by t h e locks 
of my h a i r , wh ich h a v e been 
wh i t ened by t h e snows of m a n y 
win te r s t h a t I am a very aged m a n , 
and m a n y , m a n y moons ago t h e 
cus tom wh ich I i n t e n d t o speak of, 
was followed by our women. Since 
t he old men of our t r ibe h a v e all 
dropped away , and disappeared 
from t h e e a r t h , and especially 
w i t h i n a few years , you never hea r 
t h a t a y o u n g g i r l w h o h a s jus t 
reached pube r ty is removed or s en t 
away from a n I n d i a n vi l lage, t h a t 
is , du r ing t h e t ime N a t u r e is 
c h a n g i n g he r from chi ldhood t o 
womanhood , ne i the r do you ever 
h e a r of a 'different fire' or a 'differ­
e n t lodge' for a w o m a n n o w . B u t 
i n those days our women h a d 
s t r o n g res t r i c t ions placed over 
t h e m . 

W h e n a y o u n g g i r l first became 
aware of t h e change N a t u r e was 
a b o u t to m a k e w i t h her , she im­
mediately left t h e vil lage t o which 
she belonged, and bui l t a t some 
dis tance away from i t a small 
w i g w a m , of a sufficient size t o a l ­
low he r t o lie down comfor tab le , 
b u t n o t h i g h enough to s t a n d in 
i t . She t h e n remained in th i s 
t empora ry lodge as l ong as she 
could fast , wh ich was from five to 
t e n days . She would n o t go a n y 
d is tance from h e r lodge, for if a 
m a n crossed her t r a c k s whi le she 
was undergo ing t h e t r an s i t i on re­
ferred t o , h e immedia te ly fell t o 
t h e g round paralyzed, and i t be­
c a m e necessary for t h e medicine 
m e n t o be called i n t o cure h i m . 
My g randson , you c a n n o t proper­
ly u n d e r s t a n d w i t h o u t a n i l lus­
t r a t i o n , h o w s t r o n g a sp i r i t for 
good or evi l a g i r l i s du r ing th i s 
period. W h e n I w a s a y o u n g m a n 
I h a d m a n y w a r t s o n my h a n d s , 
i n f ac t t h e y were almost covered 
by t h e m , a n d t h e old women 
of m y t r ibe advised me t o go t o a 
g i r l w h o h a d bu i l t a ' bay-cah-ne-
g a y ' a t some d i s t ance f rom o u r 
v i l lage , and w h o was undergo ing 

BOYHOOD AND MAHH00D,-
OF THE ROBIN. 

-LEGEND 

W h e n young m e n reached m a n ­
hood they selected the longest days 
in t h e y e a i , wh ich was genera l ly 
la te in t he sp r ing , and wandered 
away from t h e vil lages to wh ich 
they belonged, i n t o t he lonely for­
est and where they would proceed 
to bui ld a nes t i n some t ree and 
in which they would lie down and 
commence t he i r fas ts , w h i c t usu­
ally lasted from five t o t e n days 
w i t h o u t food or wa te r . D u r i n g 
these fasts they had m a n y dreams , 
and by those dreams the course of 
the i r fu ture life were guided, b o t h 
on the w a r - p a t h and in t h e i r h u n t s . 

A y o u n g m a n once wandered 
from h i s t r ibe i n t he S p r i n g t ime 
to undergo t h e cus tomary fas t . 
After he had fasted for several 

[CONTINUED NEXT WEEK.] 

T h e I n d i a n ; R i g h t a n d W r o n g . 

<®*"WB hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that AiiL MEN are created equal, that they 
are endowed 03' theii Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, that among these, are 
I j l t > , LIBFRTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF H A P -
P I X E S S ' —Declaration of Independence, Ju ly 
4th, 1776. 

PREJUDICIAL VAGARIES! 

mids t t h e dregs, t h e conclusive 

moto r of th i s 'w i shy-washy ' he l la -

belloo of 'murde re r s , loafers, pi­

r a t e s , th ieves , e t c . , is s imply used 

to gua rd t h e f ran t ic efforts of t h e 

ghouls and vu l tu res of o u t r i g h t 

robbery and fraud, swayed by t h e 

ignominious spi r i t of greed and 

ga in ! T h e t housands of acres of 

land, t h e mi l l ions of feet of pine 

t imber , e t c . ,—there ' s t h e r u b , 

t h a t ' s t h e eyesore of t h e hordes of 

unfeel ing vampires who are en­

deavor ing by fair or foul means 

t o get t h e " l i o n ' s s h a r e " of th i s 

" R e d s k i n A l s a t i a . " 

A Refuge of murde re r s a n d Out­
laws—A R e d s k i n Alsa t ia . 

T h e murde r of Is rae l Ryder , the 
we l lknown fur t r ade r of Rosseau 
lake , nea r t h e Red Lake reserva­
t ion is a sample of the cr imes t h a t 
these pets of t h e E a s t e r n ph i l an ­
th rop i s t s a re cons t an t ly commit ­
t i n g . A g rand farce of sending a 
b i shop and some o the r folks to 
make t r ea t i e s w i t h these I n d i a n s , 
was indulged i n las t summer . The 
press was deluged w i t h s lush abou t 
t h e good b i shop p ray ing for t h e 
sa te ty of b i rch canoes , e t c . T h e 
I n d i a n s were praised as be ing in ­
dus t r ious , and in fact t h e whole 
reper to i re of Bos ton Indianidiocy 
was worked for all i t was w o r t h , 
to those who k n o w these Ind i ans , 
t h e h a b i t s , m a n n e r s and cus toms, 
th i s gush is s imply s icken ing . 
These w o r t h y b ishop and t r ea ty 
makers would hold up the i r h a n d s 
i n " h o l y h o r r o r and pious g r i e f 
if they only k n e w t h a t al l the 
t a lk g iven t h e m by t h e I n d i a n s 
was jus t so m u c h "guff." I n d i a n s 
have a profound con t emp t for all 
w h i t e m e n . T h e y fear t h e m i t is 
t r ue , b u t an In jun is a n In jun 
clear t h r o u g h , and when he gets a 
chance , h e will n e v e r f a i l t o do a 
whi te m a n u p . T h e I n d i a n s upon 
t h e Red Lake reserva t ion are a ve­
ry bad lo t . So are t h e P i l l age r s , 
and t h e Bois P o r t e bands , a t N e t 
Lake , n e a r Vermi l ion , and n o t far 
beh ind in t h e procession. Red 
Lake is a re l iable redskin " A l s a ­
t i a . ' ' I t was the re t h a t t h e no to ­
r ious Riel took refuge af ter t h e 
first Red Rive r rebel l ion. W h e n 
an I n d i a n commits a n ou t rage 
u p o n the R a i n y Rive r se t t lers or 
l u m b e r m e n he crosses t h e r iver 
and snaps his fingers i n derison a t 
t h e l aw. Th i s reserva t ion is also 
over run w i t h those pests of t h e 
f ront ier , t h e s q u a w m e n . T h e de-
graded wre tches , " w h i t e - I n d i a n s " 
as t hey are genera l ly called, are 
t en t imes m e a n e r t h a n t h e m e a n ­
est I n jun on t h e rese rva t ion . I t 
is largely due t o these m e n , t h a t 
a lcohol is easy to be obta ined by 
the I n d i a n s . E v e r y t r ade r upon 
and a round t h e Red Lake reserva­
t ion is a whiskey dealer , and even 
the au toc ra t i c and dignified H u d ­
son Bay company was n o t s low t o 
send i t s r u m t o t h e fur h u n t e r s of 
Red Lake . T h e r e a re t housands 
of acres of splendid t imbe r lands 
and fa rming lands wi th in t h e 
boundar ies of t h i s reserva t ion t h a t 
are n o w simply used as a resor t 
for murde re r s , loafers, whikey pi ­
ra tes , and fur th ieves . Th is s t a t e 
of t h i n g s wil l con t inue jus t as long 
as t h e sickish sen t imenta l i ty i n 
regard to t h e Ind ians is kept up . 
I f t h e U n i t e d S ta tes gove rnmen t 
real ly desires t o benefit t h e Ind i ­
ans , le t t h e m be g iven c i t i zen ' s 
r igh t s , and left t o s ink or swim 
w i t h t h e res t . T h i s pe t t i ng and 
coddl ing of full g rown m e n is rid­
iculous . A n average I n d i a n is n o 
born fool, and is be t te r fitted by 
n a t u r e t o t a k e care of himself t h a n 
n i n e whi te men out of t e n . Give 
t h e I n d i a n t h e same chance as t h e 

rea l ly k n o w of w h a t t hey t a l k a n d 

w r i t e a b o u t a t times,* and t h a t 

after a l l , w h e n such gush is boiled 

down , one c a n n o t fail t o discern come a n a n a r c h i s t . 

I t seems uncred i t ab le t h a t such 

abor t ive as sumpt ion of prejudicial 

s en t imen ta l i t y on a n i m a g m e a r y 

concep t ion of a s t a t e of ex i s t ing 

condi t ions , as is porpor ted i n t h e 

fo l lowing ar t ic le from t h e D u l u t h 

Hera ld i n refference t o t he Red 

Lake reserva t ion , should be i n ­

dulged in by t h e journa l i s t s of t o ­

day , and is befi t t ing only t h e cheap 

vapo r ing of t h e wr i te rs of "d ime 

n o v e l s , ' ' e t c . W e reproduce i t i n 

t h e co lumns of T h e P rogress t o 

give i t s readers a n oppor tun i ty of 

j udg ing h o w l i t t le some people | E u r o p e a n peasan t i m m i g r a n t and 
h e wil l p robab ly be jus t as ab le t o 
keep h is end of t he log a t a rea­
sonable a l t i t ude . O n e t h i n g i s 
ce r t a in , a n I n d i a n would neve r be-

*< 

^ 

S 
K 
% 

\ 

Vj 

X 
H 

< 

X 

w 
D 
Z 

w 
> 
< 

Q 

CO 

< 

o 

cos 

m 
T" i 

% 
» 

•5 & 

GO 

< 

23 

<50 

B 

w 
E-» 
• — i 

K 

< 

e 
« »—< 
W 

GO 

ft 
< 

OS 

0 

ee, 

.<&&*• J S& Jfe 
^ a ^ e i i %;*.*«. \ ^ J ; ^ ^ * w * . Stj^sdkMlli^ 

i§Hifi»i«£, 


